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ABOUT THE STATE OF 
PLAY REPORT
The State of Play is an annual report compiled by Football Tasmania to highlight 
the significance of football in Tasmania, recap the previous year’s activities and 
participation figures and outline our key targets for football in the year ahead. 

As the largest participation sport in Tasmania, football brings an expansive range of benefits to 
our communities.

By taking stock and setting these targets we hope to see The World Game grow further to 
allow even more Tasmanians to enjoy these benefits.

Football Tasmania
Football Tasmania is the peak body for The 
World Game in Tasmania and aims to develop 
and maintain a vibrant football culture to 
maximise opportunities for people of all 
ages to enjoy the benefits of our great game.

Our mission is to help Tasmanians to have 
a healthy, enjoyable and connected life 
through participation in football.
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38,086
total football participants1 (↑10.2%)

Over 15,000
registered Tasmanian football 
participants2

11,668
registered outdoor players (↑5.1%)

8,068
junior players (ages 5-13) (↑6.8%)

26%
proportion of registered players in 
Tasmania who are female, the highest 
proportion of any state or territory in 
Australia

20%
Tasmanian households with one or 
more active football participants (↑3%)

131
community-based clubs

1,120
separate teams

400
futsal (indoor football) teams (↑16.3%)

Over $22 million
worth of funding secured for football 
facilities

IN TASMANIA IN 
2019 THERE WERE:

1Figure sourced from Sports Australia’s 
Ausplay statistics
2Figures include futsal and school 
competitions
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2019 RECAP
2019 was a highly productive year for Football Tasmania, as we implemented a 
number of initiatives in order to ensure the organisation is in a position to continue 
to provide the best opportunities for every footballer in Tasmania to enjoy the 
state’s favourite game, now and into the future.

Competition review: After experiencing record growth over the past five years, a comprehensive 
independent review of competition structures was undertaken, involving stakeholders from all levels of 
the game. 

The review has set a foundation and clear path forward for our competitions for the next 10 years and 
beyond which will deliver benefits including:

• Priority areas for competition changes as well as new competition opportunities;
• Key rostering principles for high-level competitions;
• More effective alignment of competitions and working towards big home days for all clubs

Infrastructure audit: With further growth 
of football likely to be constrained given 
many grounds and supporting facilities 
throughout the state are outdated and 
stretched to their limits making it difficult 
to accommodate new players, Football 
Tasmania have had a substantial focus 
on the area of facility development.

Football Tasmania has provided strong 
support for clubs as they have applied 
for funding including through the 
engagement of specialist services such 
as engineering firms, as well as through 
assisting with the actual application 
process. In addition to the above, 
Football Tasmania engaged Inside Edge 

consulting to assist with a comprehensive audit of facilities throughout the state. This has already been 
beneficial in the context of facility funding applications and will be invaluable in substantiating our 
position that football facilities throughout Tasmania require much greater investment from all levels of 
government and commensurate with the fact that we have the highest participation of any sport in this 
state. We look forward to being able to continue to offer this assistance. This audit will greatly assist 
football Tasmania in our lobbying efforts and our ability to support clubs through technical assistance 
and funding applications in order to maximise opportunities to improve their home facilities. In excess 
of $22 million worth of grant funding was secured for football projects in 2019.

Community impact study: Football Tasmania also partnered with well respected and experienced 
management consultancy Sport Business Partners in 2019 to produce a community impact study which 
clearly articulates and quantifies the economic, social and health impacts which football makes to the 
community.

Among the findings, football was shown to provide an annual community economic benefit of $28.3 
million to the Tasmanian community.

At a health and social level, it was found that Tasmanian footballers were more active in volunteering 
within the community, reported to have more friends of diverse ethnicity, reported higher self-assessed 
health status and a better work-life balance when compared to both sport participants in general and 
other non-sport participants.
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Validating the significant 
contribution which our game 
delivers to the Tasmanian 
economy and community 
supports our case for 
additional and ongoing 
investment into improving 
the quality of and increasing 
community access to the 
facilities at which we play.

Staffing restructure: A staffing 
restructure was undertaken 
in 2019, with particular focus 
to improving grassroots 
football development across 
the state. The restructure 
saw the appointment of full-
time regional development 
officer positions in the north, 
north-west and south and the 
appointment of a Women’s 
Development Officer.

Having these officers on board has allowed Football Tasmania to provide technical assistance to clubs, 
run additional school programs and increase opportunities for female football engagement.

2019 football highlights

• More than 1000 girls and boys across the state played their first season of football in the Under 
6 age group

• An all-female trio of match officials officiated an NPL match – a Tasmanian first
• 150 people completed the Level 4 referee course and there were 276 active referees
• Devonport Strikers retained their NPL Tasmania title, highlighting the strength of football on the 

north west coast and showing they are the team to beat in 2020
• The Women’s Super League went down to the wire, with Hobart Zebras beating Olympia in the 

final game of the season to claim the championship by just three points
• A Tasmanian Select XI fought bravely against the Central Coast Mariners, eventually going down 

3-1 to the A-League outfit
• Glenorchy Knights and Riverside Olympic performed admirably in their debut NPL seasons, 

finishing fifth and eighth respectively.
• 1,500 junior players from around the state took part in the Hobart Cup tournament in September, 

highlighting the popularity of football amongst Tasmanian children. 1,000 players took part in the 
Launceston Tournament, while more than 700 also took part in the Devonport Cup.

• More than 10,000 children participated in football programs delivered in schools by Football 
Tasmania development staff
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TASMANIAN FOOTBALL 
IN 2020
Our goals
Improve football infrastructure to increase playing time

Football Tasmania remains committed to the development of Tasmanian football infrastructure to allow 
further participation growth 
and facilitate better health 
outcomes for Tasmanian 
communities.  

Football participation in 
Tasmania is bursting at the 
seams, with over 38,000 
participants making football 
the state’s largest team 
sport.  Football Tasmania’s 
goal is for this number to 
increase to over 40,000 
players by 2023.

Across the state, there are 
already many teams who do 
not have regular, consistent 
or sufficient access to 
grounds and this is the 
major barrier to further 
participation growth. 

More than 4,000 new children each year in the U-6 to U-12 age groups registered to play football 
between the 2014-2019 seasons and developing enough high-quality facilities to accommodate this 
level of growth is the key to ensuring junior players continue enjoying the sport as they mature.   

While space restrictions make 
the development of new grounds 
in some built up areas of Tasmania 
difficult, upgrading lighting and 
developing artificial pitches will allow for 
more playing time at existing facilities, 
and in turn, enhance health outcomes for 
Tasmanians of all ages. 

Push towards complete gender equality 
in football

Women’s football has enjoyed a rich 
history in Tasmania since the first female 
only league was established in 1978/79. 
Now, 26 per cent of registered football 
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players in Tasmania are female, 
which is the highest proportion 
of any state or territory in 
Australia.

Football Tasmania’s short-
term goal is to increase 
female football participation 
to 30 per cent of our total 
registration base. We see this 
as a stepping-stone towards 
our ultimate goal of achieving 
a 50/50 participation split 
between males and females 
and complete gender equality 
in football.

As well as championing 
inclusivity through supporting clubs with the introduction of a Gender Equity Self-Assessment tool, 
Football Tasmania is committed to removing other barriers women face to football participation.

Figures from the Australian Sports Commission’s Ausplay survey reveal that at ages 12-14, almost three 
quarters of girls play a team sport, but by the time they turn 18, the participation rate drops to 20 per 
cent. The participation rate for females in their mid-20s falls even further to 8.9 per cent. 

In addition to our commitment 
to ensuring all facilities are 
female-friendly, Increased 
resource allocation towards 
female oriented football 
programs will ensure more girls 
and women feel supported and 
encouraged to play football and 
to continue playing the game 
as they mature, addressing the 
current drop off in participation 
rates. 

One such initiative Football 
Tasmania will be pursuing 
to increase female football 
participation is Football 
Federation Australia’s (FFA) 
Football Your Way program, 
a national initiative designed 
to provide tailored programs 
for new women and girls 
participants, with the aim of 
developing these participants 
to become influencers and role 
models in order to generate a further participation increase beyond the life of the program.

Increase junior participation in low socio-economic areas

While participation rates are high across the state, Football Tasmania analysis has shown that they 
decline outside of traditionally wealthier regions. 

For example, in 2018, there were 600 registered football players in the Northern Suburbs Junior Soccer 
Association (ages 5-12), which is less than a quarter of the number of registered players in Hobart’s 
Central Region Junior Football Association. This is despite there being more children in this age group 
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living in the Glenorchy LGA compared to Hobart. The median weekly household income in the Glenorchy 
LGA area is $1019, a significantly lower income than Hobart’s median household income of $1439. 

These findings are backed up by the Sport Australia Ausplay survey, which shows in the 2018/19 financial 
year, 41.7 percent of 5-17 year olds living in Hobart played football, while this figure dropped to just 19.2 
per cent for those living in Glenorchy. The survey showed that 25.7 per cent of all Tasmanian children 
aged between 5-17 participated in football across the same time period.

The younger demographic of the northern suburbs demonstrates significant capacity for participation 
growth, however social and economic barriers to access evidently remain in place.
By investing in more programs to capitalise on this interest and improve access for children living in 
lower socio-economic areas such as the Glenorchy LGA, Football Tasmania aims to address the current 
participation gap which exists between advantaged and disadvantaged children and widen the reach of 
benefits football brings to the Tasmanian community.

Football to look forward to in 2020

2020 is set to be the biggest year yet for football in Tasmania,

Here is just a taste of what you can expect:
• All NPL games will be live streamed
• Women’s football to take centre stage on Sundays around the State
• Following Football Tasmania’s 2019 Competition Review process, the restructured league system 

will create a stronger club match day experience
• Tasmania’s top men’s, women’s and Under 20s sides will face off in three huge Statewide Cup 

finals over the Queen’s Birthday long weekend.
• The winner of the Lakoseljac Cup will progress to the knockout stages of the FFA Cup
• Additional referee and coaching courses are scheduled for 2020, helping to facilitate the growth 

of the game.
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FUNDING
Football has far more participants than any other team sport in Tasmania, with 
Sport Australia estimating over 38,000 people in the state play our great game.

Football Tasmania is committed to seeing The World Game receive operational 
funding which reflects this statistic so more Tasmanians can enjoy the benefits 
football brings.

The majority of sports bodies in Tasmania operate on a not-for-profit basis and are funded by a mix of 
player registration fees, support from the relevant national peak organisations, corporate sponsorship 
and government funding.

While funding for capital works initiatives is generally provided through access to various competitive 
grant funding programs offered by government and through one-off grants from either local, state or 
federal government levels (or through funding from a combination of government levels) the process 
for funding recurrent expenditure for the administration and development of each sport, especially at a 
grassroots level, is ad hoc in nature.

We are concerned that the way the Tasmanian Government allocates funding to support recurrent 
spending, particularly on grassroots competitions and talent-pathway development, lacks transparency 
in regard to performance-based or participation-based criteria.

As a consequence, some sports in Tasmania are receiving disproportionately more funding from the 
State Government compared to others in terms of per player funding.

Below is a table of participation and funding figures in Tasmania for a number of major sports.  The 
figures cover the period between 1 January 2016 and 31 December 2018 and were collected as part of 
AusPlay, the official statistics collated by Sports Australia.

SPORT
PARTICIPANTS 
(Tasmania - all ages 
unless indicated)

ESTIMATED STATE 
GOVERNMENT 
FUNDING (per 
annum)1

ESTIMATED 
FUNDING PER 
PARTICIPANT (per 
annum)

Football (soccer) 38,086 $350,000 $9.19
AFL 22,184 $8.5M2 $383.15
Basketball 21,656 $310,000 $14.31
Netball 17,768 $850,0003 $47.83
Cricket 17,180 $1.5M4 $87.30

Source: AusPlay, Sports Australia
1Figures are estimations based on publicly available data.
2Figure includes costs of hosting North Melbourne and Hawthorn matches in Tasmania
3Figure includes $300,000 recurrent funding plus $550,000 each year to host Collingwood Magpies netball 
matches.
4Figure includes $500,000 recurrent funding through Icons program plus an average $1M each year since 2015 
through Events Tasmania for select matches and tournaments.

While football is by far the most popular team sport in Tasmania, it receives a fraction of the recurrent 
funding that AFL receives. 

Football Tasmania will continue to work with all levels of government throughout 2020 and beyond 
to ensure football receives the level of funding its unignorable player base deserves.
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KEY PROJECTS FOR 2020
Football Tasmania will continue 
to support clubs and associations 
with securing funding for 
the development of football 
infrastructure to ensure that 
it is fit for purpose and keeps 
pace with demand. Projects are 
currently being identified and 
scoped across the state with the 
input of all stakeholders. We look 
forward to continuing to work 
with all levels of government 
in the future delivery of these 
projects.
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